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ABSTRACT . ' i ' v
/Infprlatlon on Plorida public education student
acceleration programs is contained in this 1974 re ort to the
legislature, compiled by the Plorida State Department of Education.
There are six means used in Florida schools to fulfill the .
legislative mandate ‘to provide time-shortened educational prodrams at
alelevels of the educational system: (1) credit. by examination and
_equivalency tests‘fﬁi credit at state -community colleges and-
"unigersities, ' (2) advanced placement programs, (3) year-round
“matriculation encouraging a variety.of entry periods .for students
"into prograhs of instruction, (4) dual enrolllent alloving high
school students to be enrolled concurrently in high school, a
' college, or area vocational school, (5) early admission to colleges
and universities, .and (6) job entry studies prowiding for on-the-job
-training prior to graduation from high school. -The department Gf
educat{on recommends that present funding formulas for acceleFatlon

be reviewed. (Luthor/DS) v
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- .the Legislature and the State Board of Edu

" by the Task Force. With his endorsement,/ he affirmed

o
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oy | I. BACKGROUND. { R
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\This\;éport is submitted pursuant to the requirements of Chaptet
73-195, Laws of Florida. Section 3 of that-Chapter calls for ap’
annual report to the Legislature on pregrams for §?Pdent accelgration
in Florida pubdic-education. L o
. 4 . egTE
Prior to the regular 1972 Legislative Session, the Commissjidner ’
appointed. a Task Force to explore the feasibility of a ba calaureate
degree program-which can be completed in three academic
developmental work later requested by the Legislature w
out by that Task Force. T .
The Florida Legislature expressed-its strong supp
acceleration when it endcted Chapter 72-313, Laws
229.8021, Florida Statuteigg This law requires 't

/for studefit -
Florida (Section |
Commissioner d
ed students could
nine quarters.

#f Education to devise methods under which quayi
complete a baccalaureate déjree in not more tha

.

_'On Mérch 1, 1973, the Commissioner transm;}é d his récommendat@pns -

‘on student acceleration, along with the Tasy Force report, «€o both

tion. If his letter of
transmittal, the Commissioner endorsed the/ nine recgmmendations made

is intent td
‘accelerate their .

implement alternatives for helpihg quali

ied studght
aci&emic progress. . - ‘

I'/ ‘

[y

In the 1973 regqlér Session, the Legiflature -epacyed Chapter 735195,
declaring its intent to encourage prggrams imwhich students lcan pro-
ceed toward -their educational objec¥ives as rapidly“as their cijcum- *
stances ‘permit. The statute endorges tim¢-§hor ened educationad,
programs. at all levels in the system. ¢ -

Foliowing the enactment of Chapt r .73-19%, tWe Board of -Regents and

the State Board of Education adgpted reg ionsfto carry out its .

Hﬁtenti These regulatidns cal} for: ' g :
) - .. ,

. .. P ) : '
N I Provisions for qualified stzﬂén s to complete

R .
. / ~
/

+ ', a minimum of twenty-five pey cent (25%) of .
baccalaureate degyee/requiremgnts through accel-
eration mechanisms./ // g )

~ 2. " Early admissiph jprggrams /foy qualified public
. ~ school students, ~
3. An annual repoft/to the/ Commissioner of Educa-- ' \
, . - tion from eacff university] cgmmunity college, —
- and school distyict (due fSeptember 1) on the ‘
- availability/of/ accelération mechanisms and the L
R extent of thei¥ use./* . ‘
LI ' ' . /'
' 4. Publicizing of accelerption-opportunities in
! ‘college- catdlpgs and gther appropriate publi-
cations. [ [ - . . o x
A ~ - / ‘
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The State Board of Education also created a standing committee oﬁl
timershortened educational programs. .The Committee is composed of
Depa&tmenx of Education personnel and representatives of public .~
universitigs, community colleges, and public schools.* Members™Gf *%*
the Committee are listed in Appendix A. The Committee is responsi-
ble for evaluating reports from districts.and ‘institutions reldting
to time-shortened educational programs, compiling statistics and
tnformation on acceleration mechanisms available in Florida public
education, and maki#@ recommendations to the Commissioner to. foster
time-shortened educational programs at all.levels. _—

. IR N ! S



.mechanisms,. Complete inform
. 1973-74 will be #vaiMable i

* There are two types

in five basic areak of 1i

s
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T II. THE 0OSE OF STUDENT ACCELERATION MECHANISMS
Lo .t L ) P i
During the turrent year; schgo)¥ diStricts and insg;tutibhs:a:e establish-.

ing reguldr procedures for co}lecting dnd reporting data on acceleration
) ion on -the use of these mechanisms in .
September. ° .

The information reported b 1ow was compiled using existiﬁg records *

, wherever possible, thus reducing the. response burden on school distrigts

apd,instiutioq;. In some/ cages, however, special surveys were necessary. '’

- ™ ’ * ' -
Cr@stngﬁExaminaxggg // ’ . !

-
3 -

¢ - . . . . .

The College ‘Level Examénation Program (CLEP), a national system for
awarding credit by exagmination, is widely ‘used in® Florida. ‘This
program was-established in 1965 by the College Entrance Examination
Board, a non-profit fnembership organization that provides tests and
other educational s¢rvices for students, schools, and colleges. CLEP

was ‘developed to serve students who acquire knowledge through means ’
outside of regular/b%gcalaureate degree programs (e.g., correspondence

)

-and university extension courses, educational television, adult educa-

tion programs, on%th§~job training, independg¢nt 'study). It is based
oh the premise that what one knows is more important than_how oné came
to kpow it. foog . : .

LS

LRI

.

i -~

“~

of CLEP examinations: (1) the general examinatign,
designed to providé a comprehensive measure of undergraduate-achievement
geral arts (English composition, mathematics,
natural science¢s,-humanities, A history) and (2) the subject examina-
tions, designqﬁ to measure achievement in specjfied undergraduate courses.
. -/ » ’
and all community colleges in Florida. ' In the State University Systenm,
74,696 credits were awarded on the basis of CLEP examinatidns in the i
1973 calenddr year. In the Community College System, 40,002 credits (
were awarded on the basis of CLEP examinations in the 1972-73 academic .
year.' Most of these credits were in the basic. studjes areas and were
earned thrgugh ¢he /CLEP general examinations.. The‘above figures repre-
sent apprq&imately 2.3% of the undergraduate credits earned in the ' .*
State University System and 1.7% of the credits in the Community College

System in/1972—73.

Credit by examination «can also be earned by using examinations developed
by indivfidual institutions., Three community colleges report the use

of such examinations; in1972-73, 225 credits were awarded on this
basis. /Three stare universities also report the .use of Departmental -
examinations for earning credits. The University .of Floridg has insti- ¢
tuted dn experimental program-allowing up to 36 credits to s u?ents, i

who refeive.exceptionally high scores on the Florida twelfth ade tests.

i : L. -
]
!

. k2
Credits earned on CLEP examinations are accepted at all staté universities




Advanced Placement Program .

The Advanced Placement Program, wh% ch- began in 1955, offers hlgh school.
squdents an opportunity to.complete more demand1ng and challenging
work than is usuallp@ndeat the high school-level.: It permits students
to study -one or more college-level coursgs while they\are-still in

4 . seconddry school and to receive advanced placement, credit, or both "
upon entering college . :

. The Advanced Placemeni Progtram 1s adm1n1stered by the College Entrance
Examination Board with. the help of Educational Testing Service (ETS).
Tt prov1des secondary schools with advanced pflacement course descrip-

‘ tions in 13 disciplines. Course descriptions and examinations are pre-
pared by committees of school and colle?e\teachers, with the assistance ’
-of ETS tests specnal1sts - :

[ .
All five of the staté un1vars1t1es offer1ng lower® d1v1s1on work allow
. credit under the Advanced'Placement Program. ; Seven-hundred-forty-three
credits were awarded_ln ‘this manner in the 1973 calendar year.

‘Credits for part1c1pa¢1on in the AJvanced Placement Program, are also)
allowed by 24 of the 28 community colleges. One-thousand credits were
earned in this manner in-1972-73. . I } :

\ ' . \
i »

Year-.round Hatriculation

’ ‘

ear-round matr1culat10n is a means of accommodating the educational
ca‘ondar to the needs of.the student. Traditionally, stpdents have
‘been required to enroll at the-beginning of an academdic y&r. In-

r-.ont years, new students have also been encouraged to enroll at
other times during the year. ) .

/

In the Fall of 1973, a.large .nuniber af courses in Florida Community
Colleges began at times other than th opsring of. ¥he regular term.
Almost 200,000 credits were awarded through such.courses. This gepre*.

(;\s ats'12% of the total cred1ts earned| this Fall: in the Community :

College Cv;tem ) Yos

.

The practice of year round matriculation 1s most exXtensive in oét—
secondary aJult and vocat1onal education. &Wer half of the 200 000 -
‘community college credits cited abov Mere earntd in occupat1onal i
courses. The records of area vocati nal school$ operated by district
s¢hool hoards also show extensive uSe year-round matriculation.
Dur1ng 1972-73, new tougrses were be ug%gur1ng every month of the °
year,. ' For vocational and technical|classes, the heaviest months
_are August, Septembet,. and January th” 6,000-9,000 courses starting
"each month. However, there are fo add1t1onal months with ovér
1,000 courses start1ng--J&ly, ApriY¥, May, and June.'. The number ~ ° .
of courses starting in the, Yemaining months. ranges/from a low of
v}24 in December to .a high 'of 691 ih March.
The Commissioéner'
reviewed the cal
i# Florida. Thi

Task-Force on Hducat onal Calendars reced&ly
dars of *all*public t-secondary institutions
Task Force recomménded that there be at least
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three common éntry periods for students in post-secondary institutions; -

also, all imgtitutions should be encouraged to provide additional .

periods throughout the year ip which students can begin programs of

instruction. Regulations 'to implemejnt the Task Force recommendations

' are-now being drafted for corngideration by the State Board of Educatian.
. . A N s . ' .

’ --- .

[

Dual Enrollment : ’ ]

*  Dual enrollment allows high school studernts to be enrolled concur?ently
/ in.high schaol andya ‘college, university or area vocatignal school.®
* It also allews community college students_to be enrolled concurrently
- . in a community college and a university. R /

.
L

plal enrvllment and/or early admissjon (see below) have been implémented
for high school students in most of the school distriets of Florida. :
These.alternatives have been available to students on an optional basis
since 1963. During 1972-73, 2,144 high school' students were also en-*
rokled“in community colleges. In a comparable period of time (the )
1973 calendar year), 142 high school students wete also enrolled in
state universities. The total (2?586) represents one out of évery six-
teen 1973 high school giaduates who‘entered coTlege in the Fall of 1973.
~ L7 . ) . . -

Early Admission

.

Early admission is simialr to dual enrollment, If differs in that
<§/ * with dual enrollment, a student is considered "a high school student )
- who 1% also taking post-secondary courses." With early admission, ©
the student is considered "a post-secondary student who left high
school before completing the twelfth grade." In either case, credits
earned in college gay cqunt.toward high -school graduation. . L
. In 1972-73, 455 students in Florida's public community colleges- .S
were given earty admissidn. For the 1973 ca{;ndar year, 165 were
! given early-admission to state universities. ? -

)

9

‘Jqp‘Entry Studies

The job entry studies graduatjom plan provides a means of acceleration
-for students who do not plan to enter a post-secondary institution.
This plan.w#s first made aVaihablg to students on an.optional basis
in September, JO971. It permit$ students to enter the job market
as full-time employecs at the end of their junior year. Under -this
Plan,-credits toward high.school graduation are ewarded for successful
on-the- job performance. A member of the school staff serves as liajison
between the employer and fhe school and approves the work for which
hig® schoosl credit is granted. * -
During 1972-73, 17 school districts provided opportunities for students.
' «to graduate under the job entry studies plan. There weré¢ 1,301 students

’ Earticipatipg. Thbis number represents one out of every thirty-two

1gh school graduates who. did not enter a,post-secondary instisytion.’
. in the Fall of 1973. . : . ' 4
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I11.  RECOMMENDATION 1 ST

_ . s ' o <

. . . » . . . . . J ] * —
The first year of Florida's systematic effort to promote meaninful ‘
ac¢gleration is not yet over. Thus,. there has beéen Mittle experience .

on 'which -to formulate recommendations. However a logical analysis’
indicates that the manner for funding institutignal services assogiated
with student acceleration should be reviewed. ' ’
. _ - [N F ) . R

The-most apparent probdems are those associated with credit' by examination.
Present funding formulas assume that a portion of the instructional costs -
will suppdrt counseling and administrative services. | When credits are
awarded by examination, there is no instructional cost. However, there

“ . are administrative. and counseling costs. At the present time, funding
formulas do not provide for the direct generation of support for these
services. As larger numbers of credits are (garned through examinations,

- the balance bdtween instruction on one hand and counseling and administra-
tive services on the other.is altered. If greater support is required
for counseling and administrative services, funds available for instruc-
sion will decrease. Thus, the quality .of ¥nstruction will decline. .
The Department of Education, therefore, retommends. that present funding °

fcrrmulas be weviewgd. This review,should identify means for appro-

priately ‘funding credit by, examination and fon @bgorbing other financial
impact$ associdted with acceleration mechanisr?s.-%ﬁolléwing further

t
(4

study of this situation, the Department expecty offer definitive recom-.

’

mendations. - . ) , -
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rL‘O'lfNITTE;E ON TIME-,SHORTE&EQ'EDUC,AT'I/ON -\PB_Q(Z;RAMS :l
e . o ‘e : o

Mr. Sheélley S. Boone--Chairman Dx. Ben Wygal, Presidegt
: Deputy Commissioner Florida Jun1or College at
* . Department of Educgdtion - . Jacksonyille
Tallahassee, Flor1dé>32304 , Cumberland Campus .
1246 Cumberland /Road : -
- Dr. Myron R Blee, Adm1n1sti¢to!’ Jacksonv1lie, Florida 32205
“*., Program Section * :
Division of Community Colleges ' ' I
: Deparépent of sEducation ‘ o : °, '
. TallaHassee, Florida 32304 i

f

Dr. Joseph W. Crenshaw Chief . = - . v
Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction o .
Division of Elementary and Secondary ) ) ) "
Education to
- Department of Education
Tallahassee, Florida 32304,

Mr Rexford Gaugh.,, Director— ! )
ldas Vocat1onal/Iechn1cal ) T ,
Instlxute o . A ' "t U
6100 154 Avenue, North ' N ~
Clearwater, Florida 33516

Dr. Ned B. Lovell, Superintendent
Leon County School System ) .
_.P. 0. Box 246. o L ﬂ -
Tallahassee, Florr¢aﬁ§fﬁﬁ%— , i

Dr Payl Parker, Director e . . x .
University-Wide Programs . ' .

State University System o ‘

107 E. Gaines Street ' - . ’
.Tallahassee, Fbor1da 32304 f - ’ “ . C

r. Carl Rrggs, Vice President - "o ) ) 3;
Academic ‘Affairs -~/ N . . ' .
<~ University of South Florida ‘/' - ¢
4202 Fowler Avenue ‘! . . :
Tampa, Florida 33620 -

L N — — ‘
. Mr. Walter Wray, Chief. : ) .
Vocational Program Services
Division of Vocational, Technical o : ‘ ’
and Adult#Education. e
.Department’ of Education
‘Tallahassee, Flor1da 32304




